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Data centre electricity consumption in Great Britain, 2020 to 2024

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a3e9f25da47783d87723bf2/Data_centre_electricity_consumption_in_Great_Britain__2020_to_2024.pdf
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2024 Amazon Sustainability Report, AWS Summary

https://sustainability.aboutamazon.com/2024-amazon-sustainability-report-aws-summary.pdf
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(Yes, I know the Cloud is also useful)
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• Induced Demand and Infinite Growth?
• Scaling friction

• Excessive data centre development?
• Reuse existing infrastructure
• Reuse existing hardware

• Social consequences?
• Democratic/Sovereign Control
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A Beter Way: Decentralisation?



Local Server

• 4 Cores
• 16GB RAM
• 2x 500GB HDDs
• No network included
• No hardware included
• No OS provided
• No other users!
• Clear Sovereignty
• Operational Cost Unknown!
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• 4 Cores
• 8GB RAM
• 240GB SSD
• Network included
• Specific Hardware included
• Specific OS installed
• Multi-tenancy
• Use bound by policy
• £40 or £92.99 / month

“Enterprise” VPS
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Operating Costs
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Conclusion and Next Steps

• The Cloud is not the only way!
• Decentralisation of end systems is promising

• Where is all that power going?
• Performance under more complex hosting loads?

• Decentralisation of networks?
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Questions?
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